
Connecting With Your College
College of Public Health



Who traveled the 
farthest to be 
here with us 
today?



About the College of 
Public Health
First College of Public Health in Virginia

Undergraduate Programs:
• Community Health
• Nursing
• Social Work
• Health Administration
• Health Informatics



Other than your major, name at least one other 
major offered in the College of Public Health



Today’s Agenda

About the College of Public Health 
(CPH)

Introductions

How academic advising works at 
George Mason University and in 
the College of Public Health and 
how to use it throughout your 
college experience

Important university systems and 
how to access them 

How virtual orientation advising 
works and how to prepare for it 



Academic Advising at Mason 
Role of an Academic Advisor

• Academic planning
• Policy interpretation
• General support

Expectations – both directions!
• Professionalism
• Preparation
• Communication

• Using Advising Effectively
• When to meet?
• Why to meet?
• Academic deadlines



Academic Advising in the College of Public 
Health

• CPH Students are advised in the Office of Student Affairs

• Advising Schedule:

• In-person and virtual appointments

• Walk-ins every Monday, 1pm-4pm

• Appointments can be made by:

• Scheduling online via Patriot Connect (plan.connect.gmu.edu)

• Choose College of Public Health (CPH)

• Sending an email to advcph@gmu.edu

• Calling our office at 703-993-1901

• Visiting our office at Peterson Hall, Suite 1000

• https://publichealth.gmu.edu/advising

mailto:advcph@gmu.edu
https://publichealth.gmu.edu/advising
https://publichealth.gmu.edu/advising


When do we have 
walk-in advising 
hours?



How often should you 
be meeting with your 
academic advisor?



Patriot Connect



Patriot Connect (continued)



Patriot Connect (continued)



Patriot Connect (continued)



Patriot Connect (continued)



How do you schedule 
an advising 
appointment?



Virtual Advising & 
Registration

Conducted remotely via Zoom

Punctuality and preparation are essential – 
treat it like class 

Meet CPH advisors and leaders

Focus on Fall courses 

Transfer/Freshmen Timelines



Preparing for Your 
Virtual Advising 
Session

Patriot Web

Schedule of Courses

Four-year plans 

Catalog 

Mason Core 

Math Placement



Where you go to find out more about a course?



Your Next Steps

❑ Review sample 4-year plans for your 
major of choice 

❑ Prepare a list of AP/IB, dual-
enrollment, or any other college-level 
credits earned, if applicable, and 
make sure any test scores have been 
sent to the Office of Admissions

❑ Use Patriot Web to complete a rough 
draft of your schedule

❑ Review your Transfer Credit 
Evaluation for any missing credits 

❑ Ensure your final transcript is 
submitted to the Office of 
Admissions

❑ Review your degree audit to see how 
your transfer credits are applying to 
requirements

❑ Identify at least three questions to 
ask during virtual advising 



Breakout Sessions With Your Majors

• Community Health
• Nursing
• Social Work
• Health Administration
• Health Informatics



THE END!!!
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